The Stoke Poges School
A thriving school with innovative people
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The Stoke Poges School…
happy pupils, inspiring teachers
Welcome
We are conscious of the trust you place in us and look forward to working with you to achieve our shared
aspirations for your child.
The aim of this prospectus is to give you an insight into what makes us a successful school and to tell you
something about the groups of people who strive each day to ensure that all our children feel happy, safe
and truly valued as individuals in our school community.
The phrase: ‘Building on High Expectations’ is displayed around the school. It encapsulates our belief that
we are a school community that never rests on its laurels. We pride ourselves on the family atmosphere
that permeates all aspects of school life, providing children with the genuine care and nurture that they
need to thrive, from their early years through to Year 6.
Our strong team of excellent teachers provide quality learning opportunities to enable our children
to flourish, providing them with the necessary experiences and skills to achieve their full potential as
independent learners in the 21st Century.
By working together as parents and staff, we will ensure your child has every possible opportunity to
reach their personal best.
If you would like to find out more about our school, please come and talk to us by contacting the
school office to arrange a visit on 01753 643319. We would be proud to show you around.
Liz Astley
Headteacher

“The children are taught the values of
respect and caring for others and this in
turn creates a happy learning environment,
where the children thrive.” Parent
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Our school ethos and vision
‘Building on High Expectations’
The Governors and School Leadership Team are highly ambitious for the school and work
closely together to develop our purpose, vision and strategy, underpinned by a strong set of
values. The well-being of our children is at the heart of our school, and we encourage high
standards of behaviour and learning to support each individual pupil to achieve their maximum
potential, both academically and in developing the broader life skills they will need for the future.
Our Purpose
Our children will be confident, happy and successful.
Acceptance, courtesy, understanding and compassion are hard-wired into our ethos. While
our focus is on achievement during their time with us, we will never lose sight of the fact that
those in our care are beginning their journey and that we are preparing the successful adults
of tomorrow for whatever path they choose. Our pupils will be encouraged to understand their
place in the wider community and the world, and to learn important skills such as teamwork.
We will continue to be immersed in the local and wider community to create socially conscious,
caring individuals whose contribution impacts on the wider world.
Our Ethos
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•

Pride – in our school, our community, our combined achievements and ourselves

•

Respect – in all our thoughts and actions towards people and property

•

Care – and concern towards others, our work, our environment and our community

•

Unity – of purpose, direction and partnership through teamwork and support

•

Success – every member of our school community is given the opportunity and
encouragement to blossom and succeed

“We are happy knowing that we are leaving
our child in a safe and caring environment,
with adults that nurture, encourage and
challenge her to succeed.” Parent

Balancing life and learning skills
Early Years

Key Stage 1 and 2

Our Early Years provision is one of our greatest assets. We stimulate children’s natural
curiosity and nurture their capacity to learn and to express themselves as individuals. We
support them to embrace the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum, in which they
are encouraged to take ownership for their learning, challenge themselves, become resilient
and develop independence.

As the children enter Year 1 and beyond, our excellent teachers inspire their classes with
exciting opportunities for learning. The school is committed to the continuing development of
its staff to ensure that the best professional practice underpins our drive for pupil success.

The children access learning opportunities in a well-resourced inside and outside environment.
Skills are developed through adult-led activities, and these skills are then used in a wide and
exciting variety of structured play-based learning experiences. As children develop they quickly
move towards a greater emphasis being placed upon the key skills of reading, writing and
numeracy, appropriate to their individual level of development. Throughout the Foundation
Stage, there remains at all times an ethos where structured play and key skills from the breadth
of the EYFS curriculum lie at the heart. We believe if a child is enthused, encouraged and
engaged they will learn and thrive.

Our expectations are high; children are supported and challenged to make rapid and sustained
progress and to achieve high academic standards.
We recognise that children learn in different ways, therefore classes are taught in a variety
of groupings and styles to ensure everyone is engaged and motivated. We understand the
importance of providing a caring, supportive environment in which positive self-esteem can be
fostered and high expectations are nurtured by all.

By means of a secure online journal called Tapestry, the children’s development and learning is
monitored by staff and shared with parents on a regular basis. Special moments and learning
milestones are recorded and accompanied with photos and/or videos which parents can easily
access on any mobile device. This integral part of communication enables parents to follow
their child’s learning journey through Foundation Stage.
Our team encourage our children to have a love of learning. We build the foundations for all
later learning and are proud of the start we give them in a caring, stimulating and positive
environment. Our children are an intrinsic part of our school community and they flourish in
our care.

“Our daughter has made fantastic
academic progress, which I feel is mostly
due to the exciting and challenging
curriculum she is being taught.” Parent
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Learning at Stoke Poges
We invite you to take a walk around our school…you could find yourself exploring the
fascinating sights and sounds of the rainforest, helping Florence Nightingale care for the injured
soldiers in the Crimean War, attending a harsh Victorian school or hopping aboard a pirate ship
bound for exotic lands!
We approach learning with an open mind and a lot of fun. The curriculum is broad and
personalised with an emphasis on active learning. Skills and knowledge are developed to
connect across the curriculum – engaging imagination, developing lateral thinking and sparking
discussions. The topics change depending upon the children’s interests. In different year groups,
termly themes have included: Nurturing Nurses, Groovy Greeks and Mysterious Mayans, to
name but a few.
We ensure the curriculum includes a robust and rigorous approach to the teaching of reading,
writing, maths and ICT. We have effective systems that enable us to track individual progress
and offer support or supplementary work where needed.
Playtime is an important part of the school day at The Stoke Poges School. It teaches life skills
– how to think, share, cooperate and respect one another.
Developing children
Through the structure of our curriculum, we seek to develop in Stoke Poges children:
•

The skills of listening, understanding, talking, reading and writing

•

Mathematical competence

•

An enquiring mind

•

Respect for all living things

•

Ability to use new technology

•

A sense of a multi-ethnic, multicultural society

•

A curiosity to explore the environment

•

An appreciation of history and their place in it

•

Religious understanding and respect for all beliefs

•

Knowledge and experience with art in all its facets

•

Appreciation of music

•

Enjoyment of physical exercise and activity

•

Good health, habits and attitudes

“Both my children have a love of
learning and reading, which has been
nurtured by the excellent teaching
staff at the school.” Parent
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A challenging and enjoyable
curriculum for all
Preparing for future life
At The Stoke Poges School, we are preparing children to become future citizens and aim to give them the skills and
understanding to make a positive contribution to society. We develop their independence and awareness of others
from the start. They are taught about social, global, political and environmental issues, how to question, how to
contribute and how to make a difference.
We have a regular focus on ambitions in which children have the opportunity to meet people from a range of
professions and backgrounds.
Children are involved in charitable activities, choosing a cause they believe in and committing to raising awareness
and funds for it. Many charity events are spearheaded by our dynamic school councillors, consisting of a
representative from every class. Together, the school council discuss charitable causes before sharing initiatives with
the rest of the school.

Educational visits and visitors
Learning in all national curriculum subjects is enhanced by cross-curricular study, workshops and practical activities.
Groups are often taken on educational visits to complement their learning in school. Recent school visits have
included trips to Reading Museum, Thames Explore Trust and St Paul’s Cathedral.
Visitors provide our learners with real-life experiences that can help them relate what they learn at school to
the world around them and develop their confidence. Our visitors have included the Fire and Rescue
Service, community police officers, well-known authors such as Dan Freedman, local members of the
community, theatre companies and establishments such as West End in Schools’ Shakespeare
workshops for primary pupils.
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“I really enjoy coming to
school! Lessons are fun, and we
go on amazing school visits.” Pupil
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Music and sport: healthier and happier
Every child a musician
Music plays an important part in the life of The Stoke Poges
School and children have access to excellent provision through our
specialist teachers.
In our purpose-built music room, the children have the opportunity
to create and perform. Every child learns to play a musical
instrument; in Year 3 we play the recorder, in Year 4 the ukulele
and in Year 5, the pBone, a plastic trombone, lighter than its brass
cousin.
Singing plays a big part in school life, with a singing assembly
for each key stage every week. About a quarter of Key Stage 2
children sing in the choir, one of several lunchtime music clubs.
The choir is in much demand at Christmas time, singing at village
Christmas lunches as well as the Upper Key Stage 2 Carol
Concert at the local church.
We have four visiting instrumental teachers from Amersham Music
Centre, teaching violin, woodwind, brass and guitar. Our children
are encouraged to attend the local music centre’s ensembles and
we run our own lunchtime music groups. We have a ukulele club
and guitar group, as well as a recorder club and a Key Stage 1
music club.
The school orchestra meets before school and has about 20
members. The children play pieces arranged by our specialist
music teacher, suited to individual players’ needs. The orchestra
puts on a Summer Term concert, which is the highlight of the
musical year. The concert showcases all the other music clubs too,
as well as solos and small group items.
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Performing in school and at Wembley Arena!
We are committed to giving our children the opportunity
to perform. Lower Key Stage 2 children put on a musical
performance in the Spring Term, and Foundation Stage and Key
Stage 1 produce a beautiful nativity play. We like to perform in
larger venues too; the choir takes part in a giant singing event at
Wembley Arena every year. We always participate in Music Centre
initiatives and were lucky enough to take our Year 5 pBone players
to the Royal Albert Hall in 2017 and the choir in 2019.

Thriving on sport
We pride ourselves on the extensive opportunities that our pupils
enjoy through our commitment to PE and sport.
Across the school, our lessons in dance, gymnastics and games
enable pupils to foster positive images of how exercise contributes
to a healthy lifestyle, not only for today but also in the years ahead.
We participate fully in the Buckinghamshire Sports Partnership
which enables our children to compete in local and countywide
competitions, leading us to receive the prestigious ‘Sports Mark
Award’ for our commitment to physical education.
We also offer a wide range of extra-curricular clubs that allow
pupils to engage in new activities and broaden
their skills base.

“Pupils are especially proud of the
school’s orchestra and choir.” Ofsted

Clubs and residentials: stimulating and engaging
A wide range of clubs

Year 6

As part of our vibrant curriculum, we offer a wide range of
extra-curricular clubs including sport, creative arts, music
and technology. A range of seasonal sports clubs are offered
and delivered by our staff and by sports specialists from the
community. These clubs not only provide opportunities to
develop exciting skills but also emphasise the importance of
team work, enthusiasm and perseverance.

Have you ever wanted to eat snails or frogs’ legs? Our children
always enjoy experiencing the rich culinary heritage during their
four-day educational tour of Northern France. Whilst staying in
a Chateau close to the Normandy coast they learn about World
War II battles and enjoy visiting the educational sites.

The list of clubs is ever-changing but generally includes:
Sports – football, netball, cricket, judo, rugby, tennis, golf,
gymnastics, athletics, mile a day

Skiing
The school offers a unique opportunity to children and their
parents to experience skiing for a week in the French Alps. This
enables pupils to develop new and existing skills on the slopes
and create lasting bonds and memories with their peers!

Music – choir, orchestra, recorder, ukulele, The Rock Project,
KS1 lunchtime music club
Also – Mad Science, French, drama, art. We also hold a
number of clubs aimed at enriching the children’s academic
prowess, such as a maths club, a reading and a writing club and
the Bananagrams Challenge
Residentials
Annual residential visits are offered to older children. These
multi-activity breaks provide a huge range of thrilling adventure
activities designed to help children build confidence, learn new
skills and strengthen friendships.
Year 5
Our Year 5 pupils attend a week-long residential visit to an
adventure centre in the UK. The centre is filled with purposebuilt facilities and equipment for both land and water-based
activities. Our pupils gain in confidence and self-esteem through
successfully completing the outdoor activities.

“The children speak confidently
to adults, work hard, and enjoy
participating in the extra-curricular
activities you provide.” Ofsted
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The learning environment
Equipped for needs and inspiration
Our fantastic facilities include:
•

 arge grounds that feature creative play areas, shaded quiet seating areas, an outdoor
L
classroom, a memorial garden, a playing field, plus a garden and gardening club

•

 well-equipped Foundation Stage playground with a mud kitchen, sandpit, stage and many
A
more exciting opportunities to explore

•

 ell-furnished classrooms that comfortably accommodate our class sizes and are all
W
equipped with state-of-the-art interactive whiteboards

•

 xcellent ICT provision with a computer suite with individual workstations and latestE
generation software

•

A well-stocked library area

•

 wo large halls, equipped to serve as a gymnasium for indoor physical exercise and as a
T
venue for various performing arts events

•

A well-equipped music room and group rooms for specific targeted learning

•

The ‘Rainbow Room’ which offers a relaxing experience for children needing support

Classroom learning environment
Our classroom environments are bright, vibrant, engaging and ever-changing, with celebrations
of children’s work and creativity evident throughout school. A wide variety of practical resources
also support learning across all subjects, including a range of computing equipment such as
iPads, visualisers and integrated SMART technology.

“The Stoke Poges School has truly brought
out the best in my daughters!” Parent
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Everyone is different, everyone is special...
Respecting each other:
foundations for the future
All who teach and work at The Stoke Poges School consider excellent provision of pastoral
care a key factor in our pupils’ happiness, enjoyment and success at all levels. We strongly
believe that we need to nurture our children whilst teaching them the life skill of becoming
nurturers themselves. It is our fundamental belief that our pupils should be given every support
in order to feel safe, happy and constructively encouraged. By working closely together we
can ensure the best can be achieved and that any concerns can be addressed as promptly as
possible.

Individuality
Recognising the individuality of every pupil is a key component of the approach to learning and
development at Stoke Poges. The progress of each child is carefully monitored and teachers
are happy to meet with parents to discuss any issues or concerns outside of the biannual
parents’ meetings.

Special Educational Needs
Approximately 20% of children have a special educational need at some time during their
education. At The Stoke Poges School, we identify these needs as early as possible. We
may notice that a child has difficulties with learning, expressing themselves, making friends,
or behaving appropriately, or has a sensory or physical need that affects their educational
experience. Parents are consulted as soon as any area of difficulty is identified.
Parents are informed regularly about their child’s progress. The school Special Educational
Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCo) is responsible for monitoring the progress
of children with special needs and works with teaching staff to develop helpful strategies.
Occasionally, with parents’ agreement, advice from experts outside the school is sought, such
as a specialist teacher or a speech and language therapist.

Children with disabilities are fully included in every aspect of school life. Any parent who has
a concern about a special educational need is welcome at any time to talk to their child’s class
teacher or the SENDCo.
Counselling
We place great value on the well-being of our pupils and we are proud to be able to offer
emotional support through our in-house counselling service known as Time2be. We recognise
the value of children being able to have a trusted adult in school that they can share their
thoughts and feelings with in a safe environment. We also offer a service known as Time2talk
where pupils can access the counsellor on an ad-hoc basis if they wish.

Most Able Children
Our school has many able, talented and gifted children across a variety of different fields.
We recognise academic and practical performance as well as outstanding artistic, musical or
physical skills and creative talent. We ensure that children are always encouraged to work to
the best of their ability and to take advantage of every learning opportunity, both in school and
elsewhere. Throughout the year, children who show a particular aptitude in a subject are given
opportunities to stretch themselves further, whether they enter the Maths Challenge, General
Knowledge Quiz, Bananagrams (word building) Challenge, or they may be selected to attend
a specialised science, art or music workshop. We continually recognise the potential of our
children and work together to provide challenges that meet their needs.
Our school is a member of NACE which was founded in 1983. NACE is recognised both
nationally and internationally as a leading charity in the field of education for able learners. It
provides guidance, support and training to enable teachers to attain the best from able learners
in every classroom and to support learners to flourish and achieve.

“The Stoke Poges School provides a supportive and
inclusive environment for all of its pupils.” Parent
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Working together in partnership
Parents in partnership
As a parent or carer you want your child to have the best possible opportunities so that they
can become a successful and happy member of the community. We want to provide your child
with a supportive environment and the challenge that they need to achieve their full potential.
Effective partnership between home and school is central to these aspirations. Parents and
carers are the most important influence in a child’s life, and we are committed to effective
communication to build the trust and understanding needed for children to achieve their best.
Volunteers
Volunteers are always warmly welcomed into school. We have a number of parent volunteers
and members from the community who support children with their reading and other activities or
share their skills with us to enhance the curriculum or school life.
PTA
We consider ourselves very fortunate at The Stoke Poges School to have such an active and
generous Parent and Teacher Association. Our PTA exists to support the life and work of the
school and is open to all members of the school community.
The Association provides invaluable support to the school through organising many social and
fundraising events involving parents, children and the wider community. Money raised provides
extra facilities and equipment for all the pupils. The group holds regular meetings in school, with
dates and details published in the newsletter and on our website. The PTA identifies long and
short-term projects for its fundraising which enables us to buy ‘special’ extras to enhance pupils’
school experience.
The PTA needs the support of parents, carers, grandparents and friends of the school to
ensure it is able to continue to enrich the lives of our children. As a new member of our school
community, we hope you will be able to add your support to the work of the Association.

“A fabulous introduction to school life. Our
child loves school and loves learning.” Parent

14

Joining the school
Starting school is a very exciting and possibly daunting time for you and your child. As a
school, we will work with parents to ensure it is both positive and rewarding. Pupils are
admitted to The Stoke Poges School in the September of the academic year in which
they turn five. During the previous Summer Term, visits to the local nurseries take place
to support children to become familiar with the routine and environment of the school.
In September, the children begin on a part-time basis. To help them settle in before
attending full-time.
Admissions
The management of admission arrangements for Buckinghamshire schools is dealt with
by Buckinghamshire Council. Contact details for the Buckinghamshire Council School
Admissions Team are:
•

 ddress: School Admissions Team, County Hall,
A
Buckinghamshire Council,
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UA

•

Email: via an online form on the Buckinghamshire Council web page

•

Web: www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-index/school-admissions/

“We were provided with all the information we needed for my son’s
first experiences of school to be positive. Everyone was welcoming,
friendly, reassuring and extremely helpful!” Parent
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The Stoke Poges School
Rogers Lane
Stoke Poges, Bucks
SL2 4LN
Tel: 01753 643 319
Email: office@stokepoges.school
Web: www.stokepoges.school

Building on high expectations

