
Reception Curriculum Map Overview  
 

 
 

Autumn One Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

Important Dates Recycling Week (22.09) 
National Fitness Day (24.09) 

Autumn Equinox (22.09) 
World Space Week (04.10) 

Harvest Festival (05.10) 
Diwali (20.20) 

Bandi Chhor Divas (21.10) 
Marvellous Me Mufti (25.10) 
Black History Month (Oct) 

Day of the Dead (01.11) 
Bonfire Night (05.11) 

Birthday of Guru Nanak Dev 
Ji (05.11) 

Maths Week (08.11) 
Remembrance Day (11.11) 
Anti-Bullying Week (10.11) 

Nursery Rhyme Week 
(17.11) 

Children in Need (14.11) 
Thanksgiving (27.11) 

Advent (30.11) 
Christmas Jumper Day 

(11.12) 
Winter (21.12) 

RSPB’s Big School’s 
Birdwatch (06.01) 

Penguin Awareness Day 
(20.01) 

Burns Night (25.01) 
Storytelling Week (01.02) 

NSPCC Number Day 
(06.02) 

Lunar New Year (17.02) 
Valentine’s Day (14.02) 

 

Sports Relief (tbc)  
Ramadan (17.02-18.03) 

Pancake Day (17.02) 
Engineers Week (21.02) 

Spring (22.02) 
St David’s Day (01.03) 

Holi (04.03) 
World Book Day (05.03) 

British Science Week (06.03) 
Mother’s Day (15.03) 

St Patrick’s Day (17.03) 
Eid (starts 19.03) 

Red Nose Day (21.03) 

 

 

Earth Day (22.04) 
St George’s Day (23.04) 

May Day (01.05) 
Outdoor Classroom Day (08.05) 

World Bee Day (20.05) 
National Children’s gardening 

week (30.05-07.06) 

Dinosaur Day (01.06) 
Butterfly Awareness Day (06.06) 

World Ocean Day (08.06) 
Healthy Eating Week (10.06-

14.06) 
Father’s Day (21.06) 

Insect Week (22.06-28.06) 
World Chocolate Day (07.07) 

 

Suggested 
Themes 

All About Me 
Superheroes 

People Who Help Us 
Harvest 

 

Fireworks/Diwali 
Nursery Rhymes 

Fruit and Veg 
Light and Dark 

Winter/Christmas 
Christmas/Nativity 

 

Birds 
Antarctica 

Scotland/The UK 
Vehicles 

Lunar New Year 
 

 

Inventors 
Pirates 

Wales/The UK 
Let’s Investigate! 
Ireland/The UK 

Spring 
 

St George’s Day 
Planet Earth/Recycling 

Beans 
Bees 

The 4 Seasons 
 

Under the Sea 
Dinosaurs/Fossils 

Insects 
Summer 

At the Seaside 

Super Six Books The Tiger Who Came to Tea 
Oi Frog! 
Loud! 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
The Hugasaurus 

Owl Babies 
Is That Your Mama? 
Room on the Broom 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Crocodiles 

Almost Anything 

Ruby’s Bird 
Lost and Found 

Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car 
Ruby’s Chinese New Year 

Martha Maps it Out 
 

Rosie Revere Engineer 
Dilwyn the Welsh Dragon 

Mixed up Fairytales 
Ada Twist Scientist 

How to Catch a Leprechaun 
Hello Spring 

George’s Dragon 
Oh no, George! 

Here We Are 
Jack and the Jellybean Stalk 

Betsy Buglove Saves the Bees 
 

The Girl and the Dinosaur 
Spinderella 

Bloom 
The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch 

Tree 
 

‘WOW’ Moments Visit from a fireman 
Nativity play 
Local Visitors 

Bird Watch walk in the local area 
Flight Experience Day 

World Book Day 
 
 

Visit to Eton College 
Visit from ZooLab 
Visit to Black Park 

Visit from Beekeepers 

 
Personal, Social 

& Emotional 
Development 

Class rules 
Sharing interests 
Sharing hobbies 

Identifying feelings 
Importance of exercise 

 

School rules and values 
Setting goals 

Listening to others 
Responsibility 
Healthy eating 

Making the right choices 
Confidence and 
independence 
Consequences 

Being kind 
Oral hygiene 

Effects of behaviour 
Perseverance and resilience 

Being a good friend 
Internet Safety 
Screen Time 

Managing feelings 
Calming Techniques 

Having different opinions 
Being unique 

Importance of sleep 
Friendship 

Road safety 
Problem Solving 

Resolving Conflicts 
Being safe in the sun 

Getting ready for year one 



 
Communication 
and Language 

 
 

  

Introduce ‘Magnet Hands’ 
 

Listening and attention skills 
 
Asking and answering ‘what’ 

questions 
 

Chatty Log 
 
 

Retelling the story ‘The Little 
Red Hen’ 

 

Joining in with repeated 
refrains in stories 

 
Asking and answering ‘who’ 

questions’ 
 

Chatty Log 
 

Retelling the story 
‘Supertato’ 

 

Discussing key events in a 
story 

 
Asking and answering 

‘when’ questions 
 

Small group discussions 
 

Using present tense. 

Identifying main characters in 
a story 

 
Asking and answering ‘where’ 

questions 
 

Small group discussions 
 

Using connectives to join 
ideas 

Linking events in a story to own 
experiences 

 
Asking and answering ‘why’ 

questions 
 

Whole class discussions 
 

Using past tense 
 

Sequence story/real life events 
in detail 

 
Hot seating 

 
Whole class discussions 

 
 

Using future tense 

 

 
Physical 

Development 
 
 
 

Gross Motor 
Different ways of moving 

Changing speed and 
direction 

Throwing, catching, kicking 
Pushing, patting, rolling 

 
Fine Motor 

Dough Disco 
Tripod Grip 

Writing position 
Using cotton 

buds/paintbrushes to form 
letters 

Gross Motor 
Olympic Dance 

Different ways of moving 
Changing direction 

Moving in time to music 
Exploring different ways of 

moving 
 

Fine Motor 
Scissor skills 

Chopping with a knife 
Using cotton 

buds/paintbrushes to form 
letters 

Doing up zips 

Gross Motor 
Gymnastics 
Balancing 

Travelling confidently 
Jumping and landing 

 
 
 

Fine Motor 
Stacking and balancing 
Letter formation ‘around’ 

letters 
Letter formation ‘down’ 

letters 
Using a knife and fork to 

cut 

Gross Motor 
Tennis 

Throwing and catching 
Hand-eye co-ordination 

Balancing an object 
 
 
 

Fine Motor 
Weaving and wrapping 

Letter formation ‘down letters’ 
Letter formation ‘curly’ letters 

Letter formation ‘zig-zag’ 
letters 

Gross Motor 
Athletics 

Marching/running 
Throwing overarm/underarm 

Jumping 
 
 
 

Fine Motor 
Pattern making 

Capital letter formation A-M 
Using small tools 
Doing up buttons 

 

Gross Motor 
Multi-skills 
Balancing 

Agility 
Throwing a ball 

 
 
 

Fine Motor 
Sewing 

Capital letter formation N-Z 
Doing up laces 

 
Literacy  

 
 
 

Introduce RWI Set 1 sounds 
Tricky red words 

Drawing & labelling 
Ordering letters of my name 

Writing my name 
 
 

Drawing Club 
The Colour Monster 

Mixed  
The Little Red Hen 

Christopher Pumpkin 

Continuing RWI Set 1 
sounds 

Identifying initial sounds 
Tricky red words 

Writing initial sounds 
Writing CVC words 

 
Drawing Club 

What’s in the Witch’s 
Kitchen  
Batfink 

Supertato 
The Enormous Turnip 

Not Now Bernard 
Road Runner 

 

RWI Set 1 special friends 
Tricky red words 

Writing CVCC words 
Writing captions 

Writing lists 
 
 

Drawing Club  
Penguin 

Chicken Licken 
Wacky Races  

Mr Benn – Zookeeper 
We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt 
 

Reading simple phrases and 
sentences with set 1 sounds in 

Tricky red words 
Writing phrases 

I can see sentences 
 
 

Pathways to Write 
The Journey Home 

Writing letters 
Writing rhymes 
Writing poems 

 
 
 

Pathways to Write 
Clem and Crab 

 

 

Writing instructions 
Writing predictions 
Writing descriptions 

 
 
 

Pathways to Write 
Romeosaurus and Juliet Rex 

 



 
Mathematics 

 
* From Autumn two, 

days of the week 
and months of the 

year will be covered 
during our daily 

calendar session* 

 
 
 

Counting out loud 
Counting in correspondence 

Matching and sorting 
Comparing amounts 

Comparing size, mass and 
capacity 

Making simple patterns 
 

Maths Meetings 
Days of the week 

Months of the year 
Subitising to 3 

Number bonds to 3 
Repeating patterns 
Mastering Number 

Representing numbers to 5 
Comparing numbers to 5 
Composing numbers to 5 

Identifying 2D shapes 
Using positional language 
Identifying one more and 

one less 
 

 
Maths Meetings* 

Subitising to 5 
Number bonds to 5 
Repeating patterns 

2D shapes 
Positional language 
Mastering Number 

 

Identifying 0 
Comparing numbers to 8 
Composing numbers to 8 

Comparing mass 
Comparing capacity 

Making pairs 
Combining two groups 

 
 

Maths Meetings* 
Subitising to 5 

Number bonds to 5 
Repeating patterns 

2D shapes 
Positional language 
Mastering Number 

 

Length and height 
Time 

Comparing numbers to 10 
Number bonds to 10 

3D Shapes 
Repeating patterns 

 
 

 
Maths Meetings* 
Subitising to 10 

Number bonds to 10 (addition) 
3D shapes 

Repeating patterns 
2D shapes 

Positional language  
Mastering Number 

 

Building numbers beyond 10 
Counting patterns beyond 10 

Spatial reasoning 
Adding more 
Taking away 

Shape arrangements 
 

 
 

Maths Meetings* 
Subitising to 10 

Numbers bond to 10 
3D shapes 

Repeating patterns 
2D shapes 

Positional language 
Doubling facts 

Mastering Number 
 

Doubling 
Sharing and grouping 

Even and odd 
Positioning 

Patterns 
Maps and directions 

 
 
 

Maths Meetings* 
Subitising to 10 

Number bonds to 10 
3D shapes 

Repeating patterns 
2D shapes 

Positional language 
Doubling facts 

Mastering Number 
 

 

Understanding 
the world 

 
 

 

How I’ve changed 
Families and communities 

Body Parts 
The 5 senses 

Autumn  
Taking photos with iPad 

Diwali 
Remembrance Day 
Identifying materials 

Using magnets 
The Christmas Story 

Transport and travel 
How Antarctica is different 

to Stoke Poges 
Our school and local area 

Exploring maps 
Winter 

Floating and sinking 

Life cycle of a chick 
Spring 

Materials 
The Easter Story 

 

St George 
The 4 Seasons 

Life cycle of a plant 
How to care for a plant 

Going to a mosque 
Programming a beebot 

 

Mary Anning 
Seaside holidays past & present 

Comparing UK and Kenya 
 

 
 

Expressive arts 
and design  

 
 

 

Singing nursery rhymes 
Mixing colours 

Drawing a person 
Flange join 

Treasury tag 

Singing nursery rhymes 
Moulding clay 

Using glue to secure 
Using tape to secure  

 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo – Fruit 

faces 
 

Clapping to a rhythm 
Making collages  

L-brace join 
 

Georgia O’Keefe - 
Watercolour flowers 

 

 

Playing instruments 
Join in with choreographed 

dances 
Mixing watercolour paints 

3D collages 
Slot join 

Matching a pitch 
Mono printing 

Tab join 

 

 

Performing dances 
Mixing shades 
Split pin join 

Sewing to join 
 

Henri Matisse – Snail collage 

 

 


