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Our pledge

 To ignite a love of reading for all children 
 To ensure effective and robust teaching
 To support children to learn to read effectively
 Reading success for all children
 To become confident at decoding 
 To build proficient comprehension skills
 To developing a wide vocabulary
 To develop a wealth of reading strategies



I love our new school 
library! There are lots 
of amazing books. I 

love reading with my 
friends. 

I love reading 
because I love finding 
new words and then 

you can find out 
what they mean.

I love when the 
teacher reads 
to us – it’s so 

relaxing. 

What our children say

My favourite 
place to read is in 
the book corner.

My favourite type 
of book is a story 
book because you 

can escape into 
your head. 

I like it when 
Fred comes to 
read with us. 



Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one of the 
most powerful ways of impacting on academic standards in 
school.

There can be few better ways to improve pupils chances in 
school, or beyond in the wider world, than to enable them to 
become truly independent readers.

Reading is all about acquiring meaning; for 
enjoyment, information and understanding.

The power of reading



Reading in School  
The Teaching of Reading

The National Curriculum

“A high-quality education in English will teach pupils 
to speak and write fluently so that they can 

communicate their ideas and emotions to others 
and through their reading and listening, others can 

communicate with them. 

Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance 
to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, 

socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a 
key role in such development. Reading also enables 

pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on 
what they already know.” 



Reading progression



Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps 
children hear, identify and use different sounds that distinguish one 
word from another in the English language.

Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of 
individual letters and how those letters sound when they’re combined 
will help children decode words as they read.

Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use 
when they are writing words.

Phonics



Phonics and Word 
Recognition

The ability to recognise 
words presented in and 
out of context.

The ability to blend letter 
sounds (phonemes) 
together to read words.

Understanding

The ability to understand the 
meaning of the words and 
sentences in a text.

The ability to understand the 
ideas, information and themes 
in a text.

If a child understands what 
they hear, they will understand 
the same information when 
they read.

Reading skills and guided 
reading



Fluency

• Fluent reading supports 
reading comprehension. When pupils 
read fluently, their cognitive resources 
can be redirected from focusing on decoding 
and onto comprehending the text. For this 
reason, fluency is sometimes described 
as a bridge from word recognition to 
comprehension.

• If the brain’s processing power isn’t being 
used up by working out how to read a word, 
it can concentrate on understanding 
and enjoying the text.



Comprehension

Being able to read does not mean you understand
what you read.
Your child might sound like a good reader but may 
not necessarily understand what the text means.
The best way to develop understanding is to talk 
about texts.



Interventions

• Year 3 and 4 – RWI One-to-one tutoring
• Year 5 and 6 – RWI Fresh Start
• Focus groups and 
• Targeted readers



Reading at Home

Reading to children is an important way to help them build language skills. 

It exposes them to new words and ways of using language. It also helps them learn 

general information about the world, which makes it easier for them to succeed 

academically.



How can you help

• Make reading visible - have books available in your home
• Share books every day – or as much possible.
• Talk about books.
• Sit and listen - don’t do chores around the reader!
• Respect choices.
• Model reading.
• Choose a quiet time and give your child your full attention
• Give support if required - explain the meaning of new words;
• Talk about the text using open questions.
• Read to your child
• Let your child see you read / read as a family



Sharing books
It is also important to read to your child. This is an opportunity for 
them to hear stories and be exposed to language at a higher level than 
when they read alone. 

Research shows that hear texts read aloud is a significant source of 
vocabulary acquisition. Adult spoken language ranks lower in word 
complexity than that found in children’s books.



Reading for pleasure

• Reading for pleasure engages the imagination. Research shows it has 
other far-reaching benefits such as improving literacy, social skills, 
and health and learning outcomes.



Attendance

 Every moment in school counts.



Homework expectations

As part of their weekly homework challenge, we encourage children to 
read regularly at home and ask that you sign their reading comment 
book at least 3 times every week.

We want you to be committed to:
• Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children will need to read at least 3 x a 

week for 10 minutes 
• Year 3 & 4 children will need to read at least 3 x a week for 20 

minutes
• Year 5 & 6 children will need to read at least 3 x a week for 30 

minutes.



Successful readers



Key take always

•Reading is essential.
•Comprehension matters
•VIPERS
•Reading at home
•Book talk
•Reading for pleasure
•Attendance matters
•Working in partnership


