
Reading
Parent Workshop

Reception & KS1

Phonics • understanding • reading for 
pleasure



Our reading promise

Every child: a reader — and a child who wants to read

1  Learn the code

Strong daily phonics
Accurate decoding
Fluent word reading

2  Understand

Vocabulary
Book talk
Comprehension

3  Love books

Stories every day
Choice and variety
Reading for pleasure

Phonics gives children the key.  Books open the door.
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Where reading begins

Read Write Inc. Phonics in Reception and KS1

Daily

A carefully sequenced phonics lesson

Matched

Books match the sounds children know

Responsive

Regular assessment and regrouping

Sounds → words → sentences → fluent reading
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Why reading matters

Reading unlocks learning and imagination

Reading is a golden thread through learningThe Stoke Poges School  •  Reading together, growing together 3

READ

instructions

UNDERSTAND

new learning

EXPLAIN

ideas clearly

SUCCEED

across subjects



Reading grows the brain

Language * memory * thinking
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THINK

Problem solving

REMEMBER

Memory

UNDERSTAND

Comprehension



Reading grows the child

empathy * emotions * connection
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FEEL

Empathy

TALK

Conversation

CONNECT

Relationships



Reading supports every subject

Strong readers can access the whole curriculum
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What is phonics?

Hearing sounds — reading sounds – blending words
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1 Hear the sound 2 Read the sound 3 Blend the word



The code children learn

We teach sounds first — and say them purely

Set 1

Single sounds and early Special Friends

Sets 2 & 3

More digraphs, trigraphs and alternative spellings

m  not “muh”     •     s  not “suh”

Pure sounds make blending much easier.
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Starting the reading journey

We teach sounds first — and say them purely
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Sounds Blend Sentences Understand Fluency Spell & write

Accuracy first → then fluency



Learning the sounds

We teach sounds first — and say them purely

The Stoke Poges School  •  Reading together, growing together 4



Blending – how children read a new word
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Special Friends → Fred Talk → Read the Word

sh →  sh-i-p  →  ship

Special Friends Fred Talk Read the word

Spot the
Special Friends

2 Fred Talk
m – a – t

3 Read it!
mat1

Accuracy first. Fluency grows through practice and rereading.



Reading and spelling work together - segmenting

Fred Talk for reading • Fred Fingers for spelling

Hear it

Say the word slowly and listen for each sound

Pinch it

Pinch one finger for each sound

Write it

Choose the graphemes and then tick or fix

dog  →  d – o – g  →  dog
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From sounds to writing
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Form letters • spell words • build sentences

Form letters Spell words Hold a sentence Check & fix



Why Read Write Inc?

A consistent, systematic approach
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✓ Daily & structured ✓ Matched to each child

✓ Books match taught sounds ✓ Catch-up support

Consistency builds confidence



The books your child reads

Practice should feel successful — books are matched to what has been taught

In school

RWI Storybook taught and reread for accuracy, fluency and understanding

At home

A matched RWI/Book Bag Book for successful practice

Alongside

A rich story or library book to share for pleasure — it can be above their reading level

Decodable practice + rich shared stories = both parts matter
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Understanding what we read

Decoding gets us into the text. Talking helps us make meaning.

READ
the words

UNDERSTAND
the meaning

+

Talk

Who? What? Where? Why?

Wonder

What might happen next?

Explain

How do you know?
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Can they tell you what the story means?



VIPERS for Reception & KS1

Simple questions to help children talk about books

V
Vocabulary

What does this word mean?
I

Inference

How is the character feeling? How do you know?

P
Prediction

What do you think might happen next?
E

Explain

Which part did you like? Why?

R
Retrieval

Who? What? Where? When?
S

Sequence

What happened first… then… finally?

Choose one or two prompts — keep book talk relaxed and enjoyable.
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Reading for pleasure

Children need books they can read — and books they simply love

Picture books • traditional tales • poetry • non-fiction • funny books • favourites again and again

Reading aloud lets children enjoy language and ideas beyond what they can yet decode independently.
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How we grow readers in school

Reading is part of everyday life, not just a lesson

Daily phonics

Explicit teaching and practice

Daily story

Teachers read aloud and model enthusiasm

Book choice

Class and school libraries

Book talk

Vocabulary, prediction and discussion

Extra support

1:1 tutoring, pinny time and targeted 
reading

Celebrate reading

Recommendations, favourites and reading 
community
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The most powerful things you can do at home

Keep it short, warm and regular

10 minutes

Hear your child read regularly

Read aloud

Share books they cannot yet read alone

Talk

Notice words, pictures, characters and 
ideas

Reread

Familiar books build fluency and 
confidence

Model it

Let children see adults enjoying reading

Record it

Use the reading comment book to keep us 
connected

Aim for connection, not correction.
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What comes home — and why attendance matters

Practice + pleasure

If you are unsure what to read or how to help, please ask us.
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Taught RWI book Book Bag Book Sounds / red words Reading-for-pleasure book

Please use the Reading Comment Book to keep us connected



Useful support for families

Ruth Miskin parent films

Sounds • blending • storybooks • handwriting

Oxford Owl

Free RWI eBooks and phonics practice

Talk to us

Your child’s teacher can show you exactly what to practise
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Targeted support helps children keep up

Same routines. Extra practice. More confidence.



After RWI
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The journey continues

Literacy & Language

Develop comprehension

Bridging Books

Matched reading practice

KS2 Guided Reading

Teach deeper reading

Independent Reading

Choice + enjoyment



Growing comprehension
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Vocabulary * inference * prediction * retrieval 

V

Vocabulary

I

Inference

P

Prediction

E

Explain

R

Retrieve

S

Sequence



Pleasure for reading
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We want children to read because they want to



Reading at home
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Read together everyday

Hear them read Read to them Talk about the story Praise effort

Library visits Audiobooks Cosy reading space

Let them see you read Write & draw stories Apps / e-books



Resources for families 
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Read together everyday

Ruth Miskin Parents RWI videos Oxford Owl e-books

Ask us if you need help accessing anything.



Five things to remember

1
Phonics every day Children learn the code step by step.

2
Matched books Practice books should feel achievable.

3
Talk about books Understanding matters as much as saying the words.

4
Read aloud Keep sharing wonderful books beyond their decoding level.

5
Enjoy it We want children to become readers for life.

Thank you for working with us to grow confident, joyful readers.
Questions?


